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MEDIA RELEASE 
4 November 2020  

 
TWO OF AUSTRALIA’S MOST INNOVATIVE COMPANIES JOIN 

FORCES TO TAKE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY INTO THE FUTURE  
 

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA: Leading heavy lift crane specialists The Men From Marr’s (Marr Contracting Pty 
Ltd) have collaborated with tech start-up BuildAI to fast-track artificial intelligence (AI) on work sites and 
take the construction industry into the future.  
 
In what is the first strategic partnership and significant investment since BuildAI launched in 2019, The 
Men From Marr’s have taken a minority stake in the start-up and their cranes will be the first in the world 
to adopt BuildAI technology, a cloud based AI software system that automatically reports construction 
progress. 
 
The partnership brings together two of the most innovative companies in Australia’s construction industry 
in what is poised to be a ‘smartphone moment’ that will revolutionise work sites in the same way that apps 
replaced ATMs and Uber disrupted the taxi industry. 

Marr’s Managing Director Simon Marr said adding BuildAI's artificial intelligence to the company’s cranes 
would allow Marr’s and its clients to use real-time data to dramatically improve overall project outcomes 
at an important time when businesses needed to think differently about how to drive productivity and 
efficiency. 
 
“Despite the massive technological advancements that we’ve seen in other sectors, our industry hasn’t 
changed much in terms of technology over the last 20 years. Where manufacturing productivity has 
grown by 3.6 per cent, construction productivity growth is sitting below 1 per cent. This is why we’re 
joining forces with BuildAI to bring developments in technology on-site to allow us to automatically gather 
and analyse real-time lifting data. It’s the missing link for us in delivering even safer, faster and more cost-
effective solutions for our clients,” Mr Marr said.   

Echoing Marr’s excitement about what the technology means for the sector, BuildAI CEO and Co-Founder 
Kristian Butcher said, “BuildAI will do for the construction industry what Apple has done for phones – our 
AI technology is a quantum leap forward from current manual methods akin to upgrading from a Nokia to 
a smartphone”. 
 
“While manufacturing has long been enjoying the benefits of automation, it has taken more time for 
hardware and AI to become sophisticated enough to respond to the dynamic environment of a 
construction site. Similar to self-driving cars, BuildAI uses cameras to monitor cranes and the movement 
of materials and workers, and then relays that data to an AI system which crunches the numbers in real-
time onto a cloud-based dashboard,” Mr Butcher said. 
 
“The possibilities for improved efficiency, profitability, productivity and safety are endless, with AI set to 
boost productivity of the biggest and most expensive equipment on site – cranes – by 25 per cent. It will 
also support safety  controls, such as perimeter edge protection, which are in place to reduce the risk of 
falls from height.” 
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All of Marr’s cranes – including the M2480D which is the world’s largest capacity tower crane – are 
currently fitted with remote data logging and monitoring systems, and with the world-first addition of 
BuildAI's technology, Marr’s will be able to access this data from anywhere in the world to see how 
efficiently their cranes are being used and how they are interacting with the overall project schedule. 

Mr Butcher said the technology was designed to support project teams at site and head office level on 
current and future projects. 
 
“BuildAI won’t just allow project teams to unlock the full potential of their resources and realise some long 
overdue productivity gains but it will entirely reshape the way work sites are run, allowing for more 
flexibility and diversity. This technology will allow boots-on-the-ground staff to make it home for dinner, 
enable an aging workforce to upskill, inspire the next generation (digital natives) to forge a career in 
construction and facilitate the work-life balance needed to improve diversity and inclusion, bringing more 
women and primary carers into the industry,” Mr Butcher said. 

BuildAI is currently working with other industry leaders that focus on safety, quality and efficiency gains 
by harnessing AI and site data. And starting with The Men From Marr’s – whose cranes are currently 
working on some of the nation’s biggest projects including the Sydney Metro, Sydney Football Stadium 
and Crown Sydney – BuildAI is forming new partnerships and customer engagements within the 
construction ecosystem to bring this innovative product to the wider sector.  

For more information contact: 
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Sophie Toh   Christine Allen 
TOH Public Relations   Coastal Communications    
e: sophie@tohpr.com   christine@coastalcomms.com.au 
UAE: +971 4382 8910 | CELL: +971 503739502   M: +61 (0) 405 020 288  
UK: +44 207018 1649 
   
Note to editors:  
 
The Men from Marr’s (Marr Contracting) are world leaders in the design and delivery of heavy lift luffing tower 
cranes and heavy lifting services. With more than 90 years’ experience working on large-scale construction projects 
in Australia and around the world, their expertise spans the large-scale construction, mining, oil and gas, power, 
nuclear, major transport infrastructure, technology and marine sectors. Not just a crew and cranes for hire, they’re 
big thinkers and problem solvers who love a challenge with a string of ‘world firsts’ to their name – including the 
design of the world’s largest capacity tower crane, the Marr 2480D Heavy Lift Luffing (HLL) crane.  
Follow us:  www.marr.com.au Instagram: @the_men_from_marrs/ LinkedIn: the-men-from-marrs-marr-contracting-/ 
 
 

BuildAI uses advanced AI technology to improve construction efficiency. BuildAI combines years of AI computer 
vision research and development with decades of experience in construction and commercial environments. 
Launched in 2019, out of an innovation program supported by construction giant Mirvac which invited world leading 
AI technology experts to demonstrate their capability in applying AI computer vision to the construction sphere, the 
Australian-based start-up developed its core technology from leading Australian universities. Now commercialised 
by a team of highly experienced data scientists and computer vision experts that have worked for firms including 
Google, ANZ, Daimler Benz and numerous Tier 1 construction companies.  
www.buildai.construction LinkedIn: company/buildai/ 


